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Hello DLA Members! In the fall bulletin, I mentioned 

that this year we are taking a fresh look at how DLA 

works, what we do, and why we do it. Our Executive 

Board has been working with the DANA consultant on 

these three tasks (among others), and I wanted to give 

you an update on our continued strategic planning 

efforts.  

 

The first thing we are doing is creating a mission 

statement – why does DLA exist? I think we came up 

with some pretty good reasons (advocacy, education, 

leadership and empowerment/support), and many of 

you seem to agree. As you know, I recently sent out a 

request to you, our members, to help the board finalize 

the crafting of our new mission statement. I have been 

thrilled to see how many of you responded and 

contributed – that's where “empowerment” came from ;) 

- and how many of you want your voice to be heard 

within DLA. Thank you! If I haven’t already, I will let 

you know as soon as the votes are tallied and we have 

an official mission statement. 

 

Secondly, we are also looking at how DLA works – 

more specifically, how the DLA Executive Board and 

the boards of each of the 4 Divisions are managed. To 

do this, we have begun redefining the duties and goals 

of our officers. 

 

And finally, we are looking at what DLA does to 

promote those principles outlined in our mission 

statement. Next month, the board will begin looking at 

objectives we’d like to set for DLA in the coming years 

– and crafting a strategic plan of action from that. 

 

In the meantime, we are also working very hard at 

making DLA more active in the library community and  

 

DLA Bulletin 
2014 “I Love My Librarian Award!” 

Winners Include Delaware Recipient 

Congratulations go to Christy 

Payne from Appoquinimink 

High School, Middletown, 

DE, 1 of 10 nationwide 

winners of the 2014 Carnegie 

Corporation of New York/

New York Times I Love My 

Librarian Award!  

 

2014 recipients were selected 

for their dedicated public 

service and the valuable role 

they play in our nation’s 

communities in transforming lives through 

education. 

More than 1000 

library patrons 

submitted detailed 

stories regarding 

how their librarian 

had an impact on 

their communities 

and lives.  

 

For more information on Christy’s wonderful 

achievement, see http://www.ilovelibraries.org/

lovemylibrarian/2014/14winners 

(Continued on pg. 4) 

President’s Letter 

Christy Payne (L) and 

Rachel Wagner, 

nominating student. 

http://dla.lib.de.us/
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian/2014/14winners
http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian/2014/14winners
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   Executive Director’s Report 
 

Communication-It’s What We Are All About 
 

This year’s transition from 2014 to 2015 seemed to be 
a pausing time for many of us in Delaware.  
Commonly, moving to a new calendar year puts us in 
the habit of reflection.  We look at top 10 or 100 lists, 
recall accomplishments, and take advantage of a new 
year as a new starting place.   
 
Although we can change something of ourselves or 
initiate change in our libraries and organizations at 
any time of the year, there’s something about January 
that is motivating.   Maybe it’s because we’re all 
refreshed from a holiday break.  It might be that we’re 
feeling happy about somehow making it through the 
season of giving and ended the year on a high note.  
Whatever the reason, I hope it was a great holiday for 
you and yours insomuch that you’re ready for a 
challenge.   
 
The challenge I present is all about communication.  
We use communication in all aspects of our library 
work and in helping to service our communities, our 
administrators, and our co-workers and colleagues. 
How can we, through the Delaware Library 
Association, do this better? 
 
Peer to peer, communication comes in all shapes from 
our meetings, social media and the DLA listserv, to our 
website and this very publication.  It’s how we share 
with one another the exciting and informative bits of 
news and possibilities that each of us think may be of 
relevance to another.  One person’s interest may be 
another’s opportunity waiting to happen, to be 
motivated enough to attend a meeting or take on a 
task to help make the Delaware Library Association 
even better. 
 
Thanks to members like you, our Association has been 
growing in many ways.  Recent changes have been 

most evident through the increased participation with 
the MLA/DLA Joint State Conference 
(www2.lib.udel.edu/dla/conf.htm), the current 
strategic planning process under the leadership of 
DLA’s President Beth Borene, and through the 
involvement with intellectual freedom/censorship 
issues in some of Delaware’s school libraries. We’re 
excited to see possibilities opening up for more ways 
to provide professional development, partnerships, 
and the collaboration of resources and expertise.  The 
motivation is contagious and the momentum is picking 
up pace.   
 
Much of this hinges on how we communicate so that 
every library staff person can have the information 
they need about DLA and what it personally and 
professionally means to them.  Every avenue of 
communication has picked up pace, like freeways of 
traffic buzzing with ideas and news.  We’ve seen 
flurries of emails on our listserv (DLA-
L@listserv.lib.de.us), increased accounts of news and 
events on our Facebook page (facebook.com/
DelawareLibraryAssociation), and more postings on 
our new website (http://dla.lib.de.us)  than in previous 
years.  This leads us to step back and evaluate these 
processes, asking ourselves if we are using these tools 
professionally and effectively, and if there is a better 
way. 

For 2015, DLA will continue to focus on our 
communication needs, to further spread the word 
about Division and Committee works, events, 
challenges, actions and how to be involved on levels 
that work for you.  To start with, a new DLA website 
has been created (http://dla.lib.de.us).  This redesign 
will update how you find what you need to know 
about DLA, and will link you to news and events so 
that you can stay involved and informed about what is 
going on with each Committee, Division and with the 
board and Association as a whole.  This very 
publication, The Bulletin, has a fairly new editor (thank 
you Paul Page) who will help shape it to meet our 
changing needs. 

(Continued on pg. 13) 

http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla/conf.htm
mailto:DLA-L@listserv.lib.de.us
mailto:DLA-L@listserv.lib.de.us
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLibraryAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/DelawareLibraryAssociation
http://dla.lib.de.us/
http://dla.lib.de.us/
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Festival of Words  
 

The 15th annual 

Festival of Words 

will take place 

on Saturday, Feb. 

28th at 

Appoquinimink 

High School in 

Middletown.     

 

We will welcome 

secondary 

students, parents, 

teachers and librarians from all over the state of 

Delaware to participate in this one-day literacy 

conference. 

 

Three authors, 15 reading and writing workshops, 

lunch, book sales and signings, poetry performances 

and writing/art contests all for FREE! 

 

There are TWO ways to register: 

 

1.   For teachers and librarians- please use the attached 

form to register groups of students. 

 

2.   For individuals- go to http://

www.festivalofwordsde.com/registration.html to 

can see the descriptions of the sessions being offered, 

then use the Google form (linked on that page) to send 

in your registration. 

 

All information can be found 

at www.festivalofwordsde.com 

 

Please send this information to your secondary 

librarians and teachers to spread the word! 

 

For interested downstate participants, we have a bus 

that will be transporting students to the event.  Space is 

limited.  Please email Sue McKone, librarian at Cape 

Henlopen High School, for bus information: 

Suzanne.mckone@cape.k12.de.us 

 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Feb. 28th! 

 2015 Teen Video Challenge 
 
Delaware Teens are invited to create a 30 to 90 
second video with their unique interpretation of the 
2015 Summer Library Reading Program slogan 
“Unmask” combining reading and libraries. This is an 
opportunity for teens to showcase their creativity and 
have their videos seen before a national audience.  
 

The Video Challenge, a national competition for teens 
to get involved with reading and their public library’s 
summer reading program, is sponsored by the 
Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP). CSLP 
is a consortium of public libraries and state library 
agencies throughout the United States, its territories, 
and the Cayman Islands. 
 
Entries will be judged on: Creativity; Message clarity 
and relevance; Motivation and inspiration; Overall 
impact. 
 
$150 will be awarded to the creators the winning 
state video and their associated public library will 
receive prizes from CSLP and Demco/Upstart. The 
deadline for Delaware entries is Friday, March 20.  
Winners will be announced by CSLP in April 2015. 
 
For full details including entry forms, please visit 
http://guides.lib.de.us/unmask 
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Intellectual Freedom & the Law  

 
Deborah Caldwell-Stone, Deputy Director 

ALA Office of Intellectual Freedom 
 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 
10:00am to Noon 

OR 
6:00 to 8:00pm 

 
Dover Public Library 

35 Loockerman Plaza, Dover 
 
 

Intellectual freedom challenges have recently 
arisen in three Delaware school 
districts.  The Delaware Library Association’s 
Intellectual Freedom and Open Access 
Committee has responded to each of the 
challenges with assistance from the 
American Library Association.  Please join us 
in learning from the expert, Deborah Caldwell
-Stone, Deputy Director, ALA Office of 
Intellectual Freedom, as she guides us 
through the legal framework and policy best 
practices. 
 
Please register for the morning session at  
http://tinyurl.com/iflawam   
 
Please register for the evening session at  
http://tinyurl.com/ifdeevening (light 
refreshments will be served at the evening 
session)  
 
(Both sessions will be identical.) 

SAVE THE DATE 

(Continued from pg. 1) 

 

getting the word out about DLA – in part through 

defending Delaware students' right to read in several 

recent school library material challenges, planning a joint 

conference with MLA that has more DLA components 

than ever before, and by being a proud and official 

sponsor of this year’s annual Festival of Words (see pg. 3 

for details), a wonderful day-long celebration of reading 

and literacy for students and educators. We are also 

working on ways to promote DLA to new library hires 

and to those current library workers who have yet to 

learn we exist. Like our Executive Director, Cathay 

Keough, I think our connections in social media (we're 

now on Facebook and Twitter) and our soon-to-be-new 

website will also be key – but I believe that most 

important will be word of mouth within your own 

libraries and communities.  

 

I had the privilege of speaking at the Public Libraries 

Division fall workshop to some of you – and to yet even 

more people who didn’t even know what DLA was 

before that day. This has become a bit of a mission for 

me as an Executive Board member – to not only help the 

board revise the purpose of DLA, but also to enlist as 

many of you as possible to tell people about DLA and to 

help us carry out our vision. The more active members 

we have- the more focused our approach in why we do 

what we do- the stronger we can be. 

 

And we do need that strength now more than ever - with 

complex issues arising in our libraries - be they 

academic, public, school, or special - in the forms of 

intellectual freedom challenges, staffing shortages, 

technological revolutions, and more. DLA is a state 

library association that should be a resource, a tool and a 

support system for its members (no matter what library 

they work in or support – did you know that non-degreed 

library workers and Friends of the libraries can be 

members too?) as well as a way to educate the library 

community about the importance of libraries and 

librarianship. Your board has begun the work, and I ask 

you to help us by joining in and continuing to grow this 

resource, shaping it into our new and improved DLA. 

DLA President 

Beth Borene  

http://tinyurl.com/iflawam
http://tinyurl.com/ifdeevening
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DLA Awards Announced 
 

It is award season- the Golden Globes, the Oscars 
and the Delaware Library Association Awards!  The 
Awards and Scholarship committee would like thank 
everyone who applied for or was nominated for the 
many DLA awards and scholarships available.  We 
have such a talented and dedicated group of library 
professionals and aspiring library professionals in 
Delaware.  So, without further ado…the winners are: 
 

Margie Cyr- Intellectual Freedom Award, Dover 
Public Library 
 
Kerri Hollyday- Distinguished Librarian Citation, 
Dover Public Library 
 
Heather (Gore) Lembeck- Distinguished Librarian 
Citation, Delmar Public Library 
 
Stephanie Schrader- Helen H. Bennett Scholarship  
 
Karen Milowicki- Grace Estelle Wheeless 
Scholarship 

 

New Castle County Reads The Last Days 

of Ptolemy Grey 

  
New Castle 
County Reads 
2015 is coming 
in April!  The 
Last Days of 
Ptolemy Grey, 
a novel by 
acclaimed 
author Walter 
Mosley, is the 
featured title 
for this year’s 
event, and Mr. 
Mosley will 
speak on 
Thursday, April 
16 at 7:00pm at the Chase Center on the Riverfront in 
Wilmington.  Mr. Mosley’s books will be available for sale by 
Ninth Street Book Shop at the event, and a book-signing will 
follow the author talk. 
 
As in past years, New Castle County Reads is focusing on 
reaching out to the community to encourage everyone to 
read the same book, and to explore the author’s many 
other titles.  Independent book groups are encouraged to 
register with their local library in order to receive 
information about the author talk and related activities.   
 
Related programs held at libraries throughout the county 
will focus on themes highlighted in the story, including 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, as well as violence in our 
communities.  Book discussions will be held in libraries 
throughout March and April.   We hope you can join in one 
of these events. 
 
About the Book: 
Walter Mosley’s stand-alone novel The Last Days of Ptolemy 
Grey tells the story of a 91 year-old African American man 
entering the early stages of dementia and living alone in an 

area punctuated by violence.  Mr. Grey’s life 
changes after he meets Robyn, a 17 year-old girl 
without a family of her own.  Robyn cares for 
Ptolemy and introduces him to a local doctor, who 
invites him to join an experimental drug study that 
will help bring back his memory, but will also 
shorten his life span.  Ptolemy must decide what 
to do. 
 
About the Author: 
Walter Mosley has written over 40 books, with the 
Easy Rawlins detective series being perhaps the 
most well-known.  His works include literary 
fiction, science fiction, non-fiction works, plays, 
and a young adult novel.  He has won an O. Henry 
award and a PEN America’s Lifetime Achievement 
Award, as well as a Grammy.  Learn more about 
Mr. Mosley at www.waltermosley.com.   
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Pamelia Stevens- Charlesa Lowell Scholarship from the 
Newark Friends group 
 
Paula Davino- Life Member 
     
Information about each award can be found on the DLA 
website.  Thank you to committee members:  Julie Kirk, 
Marybeth Jones, Heather Jones, Cathay Keough, and 
Christy Payne. 
 
 
 

Kerri Hollyday, Distinguished 
Librarian Citation 
“Kerri has proposed and 
executed a number of 
innovative and engaging 
programs for our patrons, 
including the Dover Public 
Library’s first Comic Con 
event…She is a constant 
source of inspiration to 
myself and others…” Jaclyn 
Smagala, nominator 

 

Heather (Gore) 

Lembeck, Distinguished 

Librarian Citation 

“From the time you 

entered to the time you 

were ready to leave any 

interaction with Heather 

would be pleasant and 

complete…She has been 

instrumental in 

introducing Pinterest to 

colleagues of the Delaware Library system…She 

consistently gives 100% to all parts of her life which 

includes the Delmar Public Library…” Matthew 

Shuck, nominator. 
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PLD Board Announces Library Passport 

Program 
 

While Delaware is small ,we are mighty. Same is true for  Delaware 
Public Libraries. As a library system we have realized the benefit of our 
small stature and become a statewide system.  We transit items up and 
down the state every day.  We handle virtual reference questions for all 
Delaware library patrons.  But how often do we get outside of our own 
library doors and visit our neighbor one town over or one county beyond 
us?  One of the goals of the Public Library Division is to actively engage 
all public library workers and their supporters, and foster a sense of 
community, of being connected and networked to each other.   
 
The PLD board is pleased to announce our Library Passport program.  
Library Passport is your chance to visit your neighbors and gather 
inspiration from what other libraries are creating and displaying and how 
they're innovating.  
 
Here’s how the program works:  Inside your Library Passport every 
public library in Delaware is listed with their location, phone number and 
hours of operation.  You choose the libraries you wish to visit (it cannot 

be the library 
where you are 
currently 
working).  At the 
library, walk 
around, note the 
environment, look 
at their signage, 
and see how they 
display their 
items.  Take time 
to explore as a 

patron and not as a library worker.  Use the online catalog and locate 
an item on the library’s shelves and go through the check-out process.  
Your check-out receipt will be proof of your library visit.  Save it with 
your Passport.  In your Passport booklet, record what you really liked 
and offer some constructive suggestions. 
 
Challenge yourself to visit libraries you’ve never been to before.  Some 
of them may be a distance away from you, so coordinate with 
coworkers and take a road trip.  Most of all, have fun!   
 
For your time and comments, PLD will be raffling off two prizes; a 1 
year DLA membership and a Wawa gift certificate.  Each library you 
visit earns a ticket in the raffle.  The more libraries you visit, the more 
times you’re entered into the raffle, the more chances you’ll have to win.  
So get visiting and good luck!! 
 
Note:  Library Passport booklets will be emailed to active DLA members 
in late February.  Please share the Library Passport booklets with your 
coworkers who are not (yet) DLA members. 

     -Michelle Hughes 

     PLD President 

(Continued from pg. 5) 
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Lego League Instills a Love of Science and Technology  
 

 

The Dover Public Library would like to congratulate its First Lego League team, the Continent Crafters, on an 

excellent performance at the Delaware State University FLL Qualifier Tournament on January 17th. The team 

won awards for Best Presentation and Robot Performance. They will be moving on to compete at the FSFLL 

Champion's Tournament on February 14th.  

  

First Lego League is an international robotics program for 9-14 yr olds that is designed to get kids excited about 

science and technology while teaching them valuable life skills. "I think Lego League was a fun yet challenging 

project," says first time participant Summer Zeigler. "It was hard to program the robot at first, but now it is easy 

and fun to do!" This year's team has 9 members, 4 of whom are first time participants. This is the 2nd year of 

coaching for Library Assistants Jaclyn Smagala and Kerri Hollyday.  

  

The Dover Public Library would like to thank library director Margie Cyr and coaches Jaclyn and Kerri for 

making DPL's Lego League team possible. We would also like to thank the team's mentor, Keith Power, for his 

hard work and dedication to the team. Finally, thank you to 

the Continent Crafters for a great season. We are very proud 

of you! 
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Continent Crafters 1: (back row from left to right) Jaclyn Smagala, 

Keith Power, Kerri Hollyday (middle row, left to right) Jadon Culp, 

Logan Surdukowski, Amandalyn Lefferts, Summer Zeigler, Camille 

Continent Crafters 2: (back row, left to right) Logan 

Surdukowski, Summer Zeigler, Camille Kosikowski, 

Allison Kosikowski, Amandalyn Lefferts, Taylor Zeigler, 

Terra Mills (front row, left to right) Jadon Culp, Dylan 

Mills 
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YSD Announces the Winners of the  

2015 Blue Hen Book Award! 
 

 

 

 

 

Younger Readers 

Category: Open Very 

Carefully: A Book with Bite  

by Nick Bromley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle Readers Category: Escape 

from Mr. Lemoncello's Library  

by Chris Grabenstein 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teen Readers: Eleanor & Park by 

Rainbow Rowell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blue Hen Book Award is a children’s/teen choice award 

that promotes a lifelong love of reading and to encourage 

young patrons to discover the many treasures in their 

Delaware public library.  The award is designed to educate 

youth about the book award process and to promote the 

national ALA, John Newbery, Ralph Caldecott, Michael L. 

Printz, (as well as other), literary awards. The next voting 

cycle of nominees for the 2016 Blue Hen Book Award will be 

displayed in all Delaware public libraries April 1st – October 

31st. 
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American Library Association (ALA) 2015 Midwinter 

Meeting Councilor Report   

Chicago, IL 

January 31-Feburary 3, 2015 

Submitted by Hannah Lee, Delaware Chapter Councilor 

 

ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information 

Session  

January 31, 2015 

 

ALA President, Courtney Young, mentioned that twenty-

two state chapters have been selected to participate in the 

Career Development Facilitators (CDF) program. This 

training will place special emphasis on the role of librarians 

in helping patrons and job seekers.     

Over the last two years, ALA leadership has engaged in a 

series of member conversations, which have been used to 

develop a strategic framework. This framework now guides 

the Association in three strategic directions: Advocacy, 

Information Policy, and Professional and Leadership 

Development. 

 

ALA Executive Director, Keith Michael Fiels, reported on 

a new campaign that is being launched about the importance 

of school librarians and libraries.  He encouraged people to 

visit the School Libraries Make a Difference web resource 

on www.ilovelibraries.org for specific ideas.   

 

Treasurer, Mario Gonzalez, reviewed the FY2014 audited 

financial results.  He reported that total revenue in 2014 

increased by 2%. Dues revenue decreased by 0.8%. Total 

expenses decreased by 5.1%. Total net assets increased by 

nearly $8 million over 2013. 

There are four candidates for ALA President-elect: James 

LaRue, CEO, Larue & Associates; Julie B. Todaro, Dean, 

Library Services, Austin Community College; J.P. 

Porcaro, Librarian for Acquisitions and Technological 

Discovery, New Jersey City University; and Joseph Janes, 

Chair, University of Washington Information School. Video 

of the Presidential Candidates’ Forum is available at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQkLGF64eFk . 

 

Council I 

February 1, 2015 

The ALA Executive Board acted upon the Budget Analysis 

and Review Committee’s (BARC) recommendation to 

continue the practice of not having programs at 

Midwinter. The Executive Director also reported on the 

implementation of ALA Council actions taken at the 2014 

(Continued on pg. 10) 

http://www.ilovelibraries.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQkLGF64eFk
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Boldly Go…to the 2015 Annual MLA/DLA Conference May 6-8! 
 

Registration is now open! 
 
The annual conference provides you with great opportunities for professional development and for networking! Reconnect 
with colleagues and meet new professionals in your field. 

Want to learn more about Makerspaces? Check out “Hack this Petting 

Zoo.” 
Want to know how to respond to a book challenge in the public 

library? Check out “What’s Intellectual Freedom Again? IF 101.” 
Want to go boldly into the future by learning about the search for 

earth-like planets elsewhere in the galaxy? Join us at the banquet 

Thursday evening for Chief Astronomer and Director of Fels 
Planetarium Dr. Derrick Pitts’ talk on “Home Away From Home.” 

All of these great programs and more can be found by clicking on the 
link for the Conference Brochure -  

http://www.mdlib.org/files/docs/conference/MLAProgram.pdf 

 

By registering early, you can take advantage of two great discounts -
Early Bird and discounted DLA membership rates. Registration must 

be complete by March 14, 2015 in order to receive all of the 

applicable discounts. 
 

You can register online or by mail: 
 

For online registration, simply visit MLA website http://www.mdlib.org and follow links. 
      If you choose the online option follow this procedure to obtain your DLA member discount: 

From the “Annual Conference” tab, click on the Annual Conference Registration link and select “Public Registration.” 

Type in your personal information. Below the entry for your email address, you will see a field labeled: “Registration 
Details.” Choose “DLA” from the drop-down menu.  

Below that box is one labeled: “Select your state or other affiliation” from which you will choose “Delaware” from 
the drop-down menu. 

Below that, you will see the heading “Conference Registration” in blue typeface. Select member registration in 

order to obtain the member discount. 
Continue to make your selections for the conference.  

Online registrants will receive an invoice for submission for payment instead of needing to ask MLA to generate one. 
 

For the mail option:  

Click on the link for the online Conference Brochure: http://www.mdlib.org/files/docs/conference/MLAProgram.pdf 
Go to page 23 for the registration form. 

Advanced registration ends March 14, so envelopes must be postmarked by March 13, 2015 in order to receive a 
discounted rate. 

Mail your completed registration to MLA’s address, which can be found on the form. 
 

Don’t wait to register!  

Do it now and boldly embrace your future! 

 

Contact Laurel Ferris lferris@dtcc.edu for any questions regarding the conference.  

http://www.mdlib.org/files/docs/conference/MLAProgram.pdf
http://www.mdlib.org
http://www.mdlib.org/files/docs/conference/MLAProgram.pdf
mailto:lferris@dtcc.edu
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Annual Conference.  He highlighted the resolution  

regarding the DC Library and stated that ALA has been 

working closely with the DC Library Association (DCLA). 

In a break from tradition, Council next engaged in small 

group discussion on ALA Strategic Directions regarding 

advocacy, information policy, and professional and 

leadership development. The small groups discussed what 

success would look like in each of these areas, and reported 

back to the larger group at the end of the session.   

 

Council II 
February 2, 2015 

The Committee on Accreditation r ecommended the 

adoption of updated accreditation standards. This update to 

the 2008 Standards resulted from a six-year public review 

process via weblog, direct surveying of practitioners and 

LIS faculty, and online and open meetings at conference 

venues. It supersedes the 2008 Standards for Accreditation 

and is based upon a synthesis of the views solicited during 

the review and revision process of 2008-2014. Information 

about the Standards, including the recommended revision, 

is available at http://www.ala.org/accreditedprograms/

standards. Council adopted the updated standards. 

 

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee presented an 

amendment to the ALA Bylaws to use the latest edition of 

Robert’s Rules of Order (ALA currently uses Sturgis). 

Council approved the placement of this amendment on the 

spring 2015 ballot for the ALA membership to vote on.  

 

The Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) highlighted 

litigation activities it has been involved with. In September 

2014, the FTRF joined with the American Booksellers 

Foundation for Free Expression, the Association of 

American Publishers, Voice Media Group, Inc., the 

National Press Photographers Association and various 

Arizona booksellers in Antigone Books v. Horne to 

challenge an Arizona statute that makes it a crime to 

publish, sell, loan, or disclose images that include nudity 

without the depicted person’s consent for each distribution. 

Although intended to target “revenge porn,” the law, as 

written, potentially makes criminal the dissemination of a 

large number of historic, artistic, educational, and other 

newsworthy images.  FTRF joined the lawsuit on behalf of 

its member libraries because the law potentially could be 

used to impose criminal liability on libraries and librarians 

for material that currently is available in libraries both in 

and outside of Arizona. The case is pending. 

 

FTRF continues to monitor the ongoing progress of Arce v. 

Huppenthal, a lawsuit filed by teachers and students in the 

Tucson Unified School District (TUSD) against the Arizona 

Superintendent of Public Instruction and other 

state officials. They challenge the constitutionality of the 

Arizona statute prohibiting the use of class materials or 

books that encourage the overthrow of the government, 

“promote resentment toward a race or class of people,” are 

“designed primarily for pupils of a particular ethnic group,” 

or “advocate ethnic solidarity instead of the treatment of 

pupils as individuals.”  FTRF is hopeful that an opinion will 

be issued sometime in March or April of 2015. To follow 

developments on these litigation activities and others, go 

to http://www.ftrf.org/?Current_Cases. 

 

FTRF awarded a $5,000 grant to HP Kids Read, a parents 

group in Highland Park, Texas fighting book censorship in 

their local school district. HP Kids Read is working to 

counter efforts by another group, Speak Up for Standards, 

that wants the school district to remove a large number of 

books from the reading list developed by the district’s high 

school English department. Speak Up for Standards, a well-

funded interest group, also has lobbied for the district to 

change its challenge and opt-out policies to make them 

considerably more restrictive and to limit what books may 

be taught in the district. 

 

The ALA Treasurer presented the FY2016 programmatic 

priorities that are in line with the 2015 ALA strategic plan. 

Council endorsed the following programmatic priorities: 

• Diversity 

• Equitable Access to Information and Library Services 

• Education and Lifelong Learning 

• Intellectual Freedom 

• Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession 

• Literacy 

• Organizational Excellence 

• Transforming Libraries 

 

Council III 

February 3, 2015 

Council approved a resolution Urging Library Directors to 

Encourage and Support United for Libraries Memberships 

for Each of their Trustees.   

Loida A. Garcia-Febo, Julius C. Jefferson, Jr., and Mike L. 

Marlin were elected to the ALA Executive Board.  

 

The International Relations Committee (IRC) announced 

that the International Federation of Library Associations and 

(Continued from pg. 8) 

(Continued on pg. 11) 
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Membership Incentive Drive Winners 
 

Thanks to all who participated in this year’s Membership  
Incentive Drive.  

 

The winners are: 
 

Susan Upole, Director of Delmar Public Library 

Registration, meals and 1 night’s lodging at the 2015 MLA/DLA 
Conference in Ocean City, MD. 

 
Heather Jones, Librarian at Smyrna Middle School  

Kindle Fire 
 

Bonnie Gaus, Librarian at May B. Leasure School:  

Kindle Paperwhite 

 

DLA Bulletin Winter 2015 

Institutions (IFLA) began their kick-off at Midwinter to 

promote the 2016 IFLA Congress, which will be held in 

Columbus, Ohio from August 11-18, 2016. Past congresses 

have taken place in Cape Town, South Africa (2015), Lyon, 

France (2014), Singapore (2013), Helsinki, Finland (2012), 

San Juan, Puerto Rico (2011), and Gothenburg, Sweden 

(2010).      

IRC asked Council to recognize United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on its 70th 

Anniversary and presented a resolution urging Congress to 

approve the national interest waiver so the United States can 

again pay its dues and become a fully functioning member of 

UNESCO. Council approved the resolution. 

 

The Intellectual Freedom Committee announced that 

the ninth edition of the Intellectual Freedom Manual will be 

available in April. Of troubling concern, this past year the 

Office of Intellectual Freedom received an average of two 

new concerns a day on challenges to books and intellectual 

freedom.  

Banned Books Week 2015 will take place September 27 – 

October 3, and Choose Privacy Week will take place May 1-

7, 2015. 

Council passed a resolution Denouncing Recent Assaults on 

the Freedom of Expression as Exemplified in the Attack on 

Charlie Hebdo. 

 

The Committee on Legislation (COL) has created an 

important new subcommittee: FLAG is charged with the task 

of creating a cadre of influential library advocates from every 

state in the United States and is tasked with devising and 

implementing a proactive approach to enhance advocacy 

efforts in Congress. Advocates recruited by FLAG must have 

connections to one or more Members of Congress and agree 

to contact those Members of Congress when urgent 

legislative and policy issues arise. FLAG, with the help of 

the Office of Government Relations (OGR) staff, will 

provide talking points and background information to the 

cadre, which they can use to rally support among their 

elected officials. In the short three weeks that FLAG has 

been recruiting cadre members, they have been extremely 

successful, with a list of over fifty cadre members to date. 

They are asking to help identify potential cadre members and 

to pass that information on to the FLAG chairs: Vivian 

Wynn (vwynn91@bellsouth.net) or Joan Reeves 

(jrreeves2@gmail.com). 

 

COL discussed the following federal legislation that is 

expected to be forthcoming in the 114th Congress: network 

neutrality; the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA); 

reintroduction of the Fair Access to Science and Technology 

Research Act (FASTR); an update to the Freedom of 

Information Act; changes to provisions of the USA Patriot, 

Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act Amendments and 

Electronic Communications Privacy Acts; and 

reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education 

Act (ESEA). 

Council passed a resolution on Preserving Public Access to 

Scientific and Technical Reports Available Through the 

National Technical Information Service.  

 

The Task Force on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion was 

created in spring 2014 after grave concern was expressed 

about ALA holding its 2016 Annual Conference in Orlando, 

FL, in light of Florida’s application of the “Stand Your 

Ground” laws as it relates to the Trayvon Martin case. 

Following the release of a statement from the Black Caucus 

of the American Library Association (BCALA), then ALA 

president Barbara Stripling engaged with leaders from ALA 

and the ethnic caucuses. The ALA’s Executive Committee 

and BCALA’s Executive Board decided that the best way to 

respond to the Florida situation was by turning it into an 

opportunity to educate, build awareness, and advocate for 

equitable treatment, inclusion, and respect for diversity. To 

aid with information gathering, there will be a series of short 

ALA member surveys to understand the culture of the 

association, the profession, and communities with respect to 

equity, diversity and inclusion. To complete the survey, go 

to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/tfedi1web 

 

•A Resolution on the Destruction of Libraries and Schools in 

Gaza in 2014 was defeated.  

•Final attendance at the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting in 

Chicago was 10,637.  

(Continued from pg. 10) 
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donated books in her station wagon to a large-scale 
summer project that delivered over 400 books per 
trip to students in her district.  Janice Haney 
demonstrated her knack for cross-curricular projects 
and using artifacts to bring a subject to life for 
students. 
 
Thanks again to event organizer Christy Payne for 
putting on yet another fantastic Annual Reception.  
Keep an eye out for next year’s event – you won’t 
want to miss it! 

             -Jennifer Delgado 

 

DASL’s Annual Reception 
 

This year Christy Payne DASL’ed us with an author 
visit from author Jack Gantos at Frasier’s in Dover.  
Over 40 guests attended, a mix of school librarians, 
public librarians, teachers, administrators, and at 
least a few friends who simply love Jack.   
 
Jack had been 
in town to 
discuss his 
book A Hole in 
My Life with 
Appoquinimink 
HS seniors.  He 
was denied 
that 
opportunity, in 
the end, amidst 
fears of 
possible 
protest from 
parents.  The 
crowd spent a 
sad moment 
mystified over 
the challenges 
being brought 
forth against both teacher- and 
librarian-chosen books in Delaware, and another 
lamenting the broken promise to AHS students.  
The mood wasn’t somber for long, though, as Jack 
lit up the room with stories of what matters – 
family, community, libraries, and capturing the 
kid’s-eye view of the world in his writing.   
 
DASL’s School Librarian of The Year for 2014 and 
the two finalists for the award were also on hand 
to share best practices.  Award winner Suzanne 
Smith, of AI duPont HS in Red Clay, spoke of the 
role of technology in the library, including AI’s 
new green screen lab for student use.  Jodie Klein 
from Appoquinimink told the crowd about her 
Bookmobile program – which grew from a box of 

Warm Up Your Day Online  
 
The Delaware Library Association has   
expanded its online presence.  DLA is now  
on Twitter and has a brand-spanking-new  
website.  
 
If you Tweet, please connect with us and help us 
grow. 

 
 @DeLibAssoc    

https://twitter.com/

DeLibAssoc 

      
And, while you are online, look for our dynamic 
new website http://dla.lib.de.us  

  
Of course, we continue to have an active  
presence on Facebook  
 

https://www.facebook.com/

DelawareLibraryAssociation 
 

Now there are three great ways to stay  
informed and to share!  

Jack Gantos 
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DLA Executive Board 
 

Beth Borene , President 
Bear Public Library  

 

Laurel Ferris , Vice-President and Conference Chair 
DTCC Wilmington Campus Library  

 

Janice Haney, Secretary  
Appoquinimink School District Libraries 

 

Ed Goyda, Treasurer  
Lewes Public Library 

 

Christine Payne , Immediate Past President  

Appoquinimink High School  
 

Hannah Lee, ALA Councilor  
University of Delaware Library 

 

Annie Norman, State Librarian 
Delaware Division of Libraries 

 

Cathay Keough, Executive Director 
Delaware Library Association 

 

Division Presidents 
 

College & Research Libraries Division (CRLD) 

Adrienne Johnson 
Wilmington University Library  
 
Delaware Association of School Libraries (DASL) 

Jen Delgado 
Anna P. Mote Elementary School 

 

Public Library Division (PLD) 

Michelle Hughes 
Dover Public Library  
 

Youth Services Division (YSD) 

Barbara Keesey 
Appoquinimink Public Library  
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(Continued from pg. 2) 
 
What happens in one corner of Delaware’s libraries 
affects each of us, from a person’s challenge of a book 
to the unified advocacy efforts behind Delaware 
Library Legislative Day (March 24, in Dover).  There is 
tremendous collaborative strength behind the MLA/
DLA Joint State Conference in May that provides 
opportunities for involvement, professional 
development, and the sharing of our work.  Facebook 
and our listserv give us ways to immediately 
communicate news and events, such as the 
Appoquinimink High School Librarian Christy Payne’s 
recent receipt of one of the ten ALA “I Love My 
Librarian Awards” (see story on pg. 1).  I recently met 
the student who nominated Christy and am so 
impressed by her! 

This is a marvelous part of the Delaware Library 

Association:  that you are part of a professional team 

who support you in whatever library work you are 

involved with.  We have an increase in happenings and 

knowledge to share. Let’s get the word out!   

Cathay Keough 
DLA Executive Director 

Membership Correction Notice 

There are two items in 

the conference brochure 

that need to be adjusted.  

 

1). The mailing address 

for DLA membership 

has been changed to: 

Delaware Library 

Association 

c/o Delaware Division of Libraries 

121 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. North 

Dover, DE 19901 

 

2). The brochure link to submit membership payment by 

PayPal is broken. Instead, please use  

http://dla.lib.de.us/online-membership/  

http://dla.lib.de.us/online-membership/

