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President’s Letter
“You know, the public
librarians had some of the
very same issues we are
dealing with!” - so stated a
school librarian following the
World Café exercise at the
annual conference on May 7.
Indeed, I was struck by how
many attendees commented
on the ability to “cross pollinate” with other types of
librarians. DLA must find more ways to encourage
this kind of conversation.
We are all librarians in public libraries, school
libraries, academic libraries, and special libraries,
experiencing the effect of the economic crisis. It is
very easy to become negative as sliced budgets cause
both personnel and resource losses. Trying to be
positive when one is feeling crushed by heavier
workloads and more demands on our resources and
time can be trying, to say the least. Someone sent
me a list of ways to remain positive, & one struck me
as both humorous and true; “accept that some days
you’re the pigeon, and some days you’re the statue.”
Many librarians must feel like statues these days.
But let’s think positively. Libraries are being more
heavily used than ever as people clamor for free
information. New users can become lifelong patrons
and supporters. This upsurge in use has resulted in
additional publicity from various media outlets. How
many articles / segments have you read / seen? Due
to fiscal necessity, people are more open to talking
about sharing resources. People are finding creative
ways to program, work with vendors, utilize
community resources, and reorganize to continue to
meet patron needs. We all need to think out of the
box.

http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla

As a former school librarian, I know I often felt
isolated from my library community. In these
times, we need each other more than ever. We
should be using today’s technology to share good
ideas with one another. Many likely subscribe to
one or more listservs from ALA divisions. Some
DLA divisions make active use of their own listserv
to share but not all. DLA’s listserv could be more
widely used. (If you are not on the DLA listserv and
wish to be added, contact dla-l@listserv.lib.de.us.)
And, I might remind us all that most of us know the
complaints; what are helpful are positive
suggestions.
As positive as I want us to be, it does not negate the
fact that money is necessary to run excellent and
expanding programs. DLA must continue our
advocacy with state and national legislators and
other decision makers, so that libraries continue to
make the news, even when the economy is thriving
again.
Keep a smile for your patrons and remember that a
truly positive person can even enjoy the scenery on
a detour!

PeggyDLA
Dillner
President

Congratulations to the New DLA
Officers for 2008—2009
Peggy Dillner: President
Margie Cyr: Vice President/President Elect
Mary Jane Mallonee: Secretary
Pauly Iheanacho: Treasurer
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DLA Conference Scholarship and Award Winners
By Hilary Weliver, Kent County Public Library

Distinguished Librarian: Thomas Weaver
Thomas Weaver arrived in NCCo in 1999 to
manage the Concord Pike Library. A dedicated,
experienced library administrator, Tom soon
immersed himself in planning the new
Brandywine Hundred Library. His vision was
realized as the library became a true gathering
place for the community.
Tom’s death on
December 18, 2008 saddened us all, and left a gap
in Delaware’s library community. He is sorely
missed.

Distinguished Librarian: P.J. Grier
P.J. Grier was the driving force in expanding
consumer health access through the Delaware
Academy of Medicine for the past seven years.
While actively pursuing partnerships and funding
to provide professional circuit health librarians to
each county in Delaware and access to high quality
medical databases, P.J. also served as a trustee on
Palinet’s board for three years.

Life Member: David Burdash
David Burdash is the former Executive Director of
the Wilmington Institute Library & Woodlawn
Library. David’s long and distinguished career is
filled with many examples of his positive impact
on Delaware libraries. David Burdash is a past
recipient of the Delaware Library Association’s
Distinguished Librarian Award.

Photos by Sherri Stanley
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DLA Conference Scholarship and Award Winners
By Hilary Weliver, Kent County Public Library
Grace
Estelle
Wheeless
Scholarship:
Puller Adkins
Puller Adkins began his library career as a volunteer
at Delmar Public Library, where he is now employed.
Puller graduated with honors from Villa Julie
College (now Stevenson University), then enrolled in
the graduate program in library sciences at Clarion
University, an ALA-accredited school. Puller plans
to pursue a career “serving the public by expanding
their horizons, preferably through libraries.” He
says, “I have a love of knowledge, and a desire to help
my patrons acquire this same passion through
gracious service and thoughtful suggestions.”
Media Award: Sarika Jagtiani
Sarika Jagtiani is a reporter and photographer for
the weekly Kent County newspaper, The Dover Post.
She diligently pursues a beat that includes library
events and news. A week rarely goes by when she
does not spotlight library concerns or services. Her
library articles and photographs are diverse and
range from Kent County Public Library’s fledgling
sign language choir to Dover Public Library’s
ongoing efforts to break ground for a new building.

Administrator of the Year:
Dr. Mark Holodick
Dr. Mark Holodick is the Principal of Concord High
School. Dr. Holodick includes the school’s librarian
in curriculum planning and technology decision
making, emphasizes collaboration between the
librarian and faculty, and supports the development
of the facility by maintaining funding even in today’s
difficult financial times. He ensures the librarian
planning time and enables her attendance at
conferences and professional development events.
Dr Holodick truly understands the importance of an
open library and the library's role in promoting
learning throughout the building.
Photos by Sherri Stanley
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Mini-Grant Awarded to Sue McKone
By Hilary Weliver, Kent County Public Library
Sue McKone, Sussex Central High School’s
librarian, is the recipient of the Delaware School
Library Media Association’s $200.00 mini-grant.
Sue plans to use the mini-grant for a project to
instill an appreciation for reading in adolescent
boys.
With the assistance of the teaching staff, Sue
McKone will be selecting 10-15 young men (ages
15-18). They will be grouped by completed
reading questionnaires and interest surveys.
These boys will select and read a book in a
specific genre. (Selected books will be added to
the library collection.) They will meet in the
library weekly to blog or comment on the books
and invite others to do so as well.
After
completely reading and discussing their book
they will select a book that was read by another
group and enlist other students to join in the
process. Sue will report on the success of the
project during one of the DSLMA meetings next
school year.

DLA Public Library Division Recognition:
Richard L. Krueger, Sr.
By Hilary Weliver, Kent County Public Library
Richard L. Krueger’s name is
synonymous with Kent
County Public Library. With
his leadership, the library,
which began as a one-room,
5,000-item switch-out collection for the bookmobile, has
grown to a full-service library
with more than 30,000 circulating items.
After 15 years of service,
Richard Krueger retired from his post as Director
of Kent County Public Library.

DLA Stats
Conference Registration: 119
Total DLA memberships: 146
College & Research Libraries Division: 46
Children’s Services Division: 20
DE School Library Media Association: 37
Public Library Division: 53
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DLA Division Report Highlights
For more Division information and access to the
complete reports:
http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla/divisions/index.htm
Children’s Services Division (CSD)
•

The Summer Reading Club theme for 2008 was
“Catch the Reading Bug”. The statistics (with
35 libraries reporting):
•

Registration = 12,299

Completions = 7,327
• Percentage of Completions = 58%
•
•

•
•

CSD sponsored a table at the Delaware Book
Festival with crafts and take-homes related to
the winning Blue Hen books. Terri Jones has
pictures from the day.
CSD awarded the 2009 Delaware Blue Hen
Children’s Choice Awards.
The 2010 Delaware Blue Hen Children’s Choice
Book Award nominees were selected by the
youth service award committees. The voting will
take place from March 1 to September 31, 2009.
The winners will be announced on the first Saturday in November 7, 2009, in each public library in the state, along with the official press
release. See complete report for a list of nominees.

•

Four meetings of the division were held this
year, including the Performers Showcase.

•

Kay Bowes worked with the By-Laws committee
to revise the By-Laws of the division.

•

CSD is accepting nominations for the 2011 Blue
Hen award.
The Division is working on revisions of the Blue
Hen Manual.

•

Public Library Division (PLD)
•

PSD awarded the 2009 Distinguished Librarian
Citation

•

The Vice-President position is currently vacant.

Delaware School Library Media Association
•

DSLMA held seven meetings this year. Five of
these meetings were held via video conference
which allowed us to gather in two places yet all
meet together. Additionally, during our March
meeting we utilized Elluminate as another
method of communication.

•

DSLMA members attended the Advocacy Training workshop in November.
DSLMA assisted DSRA with the cost of an author who presented at their Conference this fall.
We also assisted in deferring the cost of books
for the annual Teachers as Readers Program.
Both programs are utilized by our members.

•

•

•
•

We reinstituted (and awarded) the DSLMA
Mini-Grant to help enable a member to create a
love of reading among their students.
Awarded the Administrator of the Year citation
DSLMA is looking for a secretary, treasurer, and
a Vice President/President elect for next year.
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Children’s Services Division:
2009 Blue Hen Book Awards

Meet Pam Munro
Selbyville’s New Library Director

By Hilary Weliver, Kent County Public Library

Lynne Haines, Sussex Co. Dept. of Libraries

The Blue Hen Book Award is a children's choice
award sponsored by the Children's Services
Division of the Delaware Library Association.
Each year children throughout Delaware receive
the opportunity to vote on selected picture or
chapter books published in the last year. The
book that receives the most votes in each category
wins
the
Blue
Hen
Book
Award.
This year’s winners are listed below:

2009 Blue Hen
Picture Book Award
Ivan the Terrier
by Peter Catalonotto

Please
welcome
Director Pam Munro to
the Selbyville Public Library. Pam took over the
reins in mid-December of
2008.
Originally from Kentucky,
Pam has her BA in Library
Science and English from
Murray State and her MLA from George
Peabody College of Vanderbilt University.
Pam has been a resident of Delaware since
1974, so you could say she is practically homegrown. She considers Delaware to be her home.
Pam has a wealth of library experience that includes working in academia, middle schools,
and elementary schools.

2009 Blue Hen
Chapter Book Award
No Talking
by Andrew Clements

2009 Blue Hen
Teen Book Award
Memoirs of a Teenage
Amnesiac
by Gabrielle Zevin

Her school library background in Delaware
spanned from Wilmington to Pike Creek in the
Red Clay Consolidated School District, and finally to Milton in the Cape Henlopen School
District, when she moved from the northern
part of the state to Sussex County.
Previously a director in Milford (1984/85), she
enjoys taking on the task again. Although she
misses working with students, as she did in the
schools, she enjoys the variety of tasks her job
entails, including cataloging. Though she was
retired for a short time, she really doesn’t think
she was cut out for it!
Pam enjoys: listening to audio books while
driving; movies, dinner, & card-playing with
friends; and, just relaxing with her hubby Tim &
their three dogs.
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MT Anderson Appearing at
the University of Delaware
Patty Langley, Delaware Division of Libraries
MT Anderson will be at the
Trabant Theater at the University of Delaware on Monday,
September 14, 2009 at 4:30
pm to promote his latest book
Jasper Dash and the FlamePits of Delaware. This appearance is sponsored by the Delaware Center for the Book; University of Delaware Book Examination Site; Reading Council of Northern
Delaware; and the Delaware School Library Media Association. Copies of the book will be available for sale by Barnes & Noble.
Anderson is the author of Feed, which was a finalist for the 2002 National Book Award; and
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Volume 1: The Pox Party, which won the 2006 National Book Award for Young People and was a
2007 Michael L. Printz Honor Book.

Book Clubs @ School Libraries
Sue Dix, the middle and high school
librarian at Caravel, is interested in
starting a book kit "club" where
school librarians throughout the
state could share 15-20 copies of a
book to use for book clubs.
Caravel has House of the Scorpion
by Nancy Farmer; Night by Elie
Wiesel; A Separate Peace by John
Knowles; and Eats, Shoots and
Leaves by Lynne Truss available for
other school libraries to borrow.
For more information or if you have
books to share please contact Sue at
sdix@caravel.org

http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla

Red Clay Library News
Mary Tise and Janette Vickers,
Red Clay Consolidated School District

Circulation System Upgraded
Red Clay Consolidated School District libraries
migrated to a web-based (Follett Destiny) circulation
system this past year. Catalogs are available at:
http://destiny.redclay.k12.de.us/.
For the first time, all district library collections are
searchable by students, parents, and guests. Students
may go online to see what books they have checked
out, place reserves, and create personal
bibliographies.
Teachers may set up public
bibliographies for class assignments that are available
to all students. All libraries offer “TitlePeek,” which
allows students to view the book cover and obtain
detailed information to help in their book selections.
Some libraries also offer access to websites through
the catalog via a subscription to “WebPath Express.”
The migration to a web-based catalog was financed by
referendum monies. Red Clay voters approved the
referendum in 2008, which among other initiatives,
provided funding to improve school libraries.
To arrange a tour of any of the district libraries,
contact the librarian through that school’s central
office. A list of Red Clay schools is available through
the district website: http://www.redclay.k12.de.us/
Schools/schoolindex.htm.

Saturday Library Program Launched
With increased funding for libraries, Red Clay
launched a Saturday Library program at three city
schools: Highlands, Lewis, and Warner. The library
media specialists planned the programs in
partnership with the Delaware Museum of Natural
History. One Saturday each month, students and their
parents visited their school libraries to learn through
a variety of activities, including story time, writing,
crafts, and computer activities. Hands-on activities
each session showcased nests, pelts, eggs, seashells,
and live animals provided by DMNH. All of the events
were designed to strengthen students’ understanding
of the state curriculum standards. Plans are to
continue Saturday Library in the coming school year.
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Meet Dr. John Painter
Seaford’s New Library Director
Lynne Haines, Sussex Co. Dept. of Libraries
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African-Americans
in Delaware, 1890
Rebecca Knight, University of Delaware

Please welcome the new Director of the Seaford Community
Library, John Painter.

A new database has been added to Ancestry
Library Edition: African Americans in Delaware, 1890, U.S. Census.

John grew up in the small town
of Mt. Hope, West Virginia,
which is about sixty miles from
Charleston, the state capitol. He
attended Concord University
and graduated with a BS in both
History and Library Science. John moved to Delaware to begin his career as the school librarian in the
Milford Public School District.

This is a very small file. It consists of 29
handwritten pages with names, the enumeration district number, the county and
hundred where the person lived, and their
occupation. Since this is an agriculture list,
the occupations are mainly farmer or farm
laborer. Some females are listed. About 600
names are included in the database (some
are duplicates, so it is hard to get an accurate count).

Over the next 5 years John pursued his MLS at Drexel
University while working full-time.
After receiving his MLS, he became a Reference Librarian at the Del-Tech Owens Campus. Two years
later John was promoted to be the Director of the Library, where he remained for the next 30 years.
In 2002, John decided that he wanted a change and
accepted a position at Wilmington University to establish a new library at their Dover site. He had already obtained a Doctorate in Education from this
college back in 1998. In 2005 John retired, only to
immediately start a part-time library consulting business, Library Quest Consulting.
The Seaford Public Library asked John’s consulting
firm to look at their plans for the new Seaford Library. After that meeting several Seaford community
members asked John to apply for the Director position. John applied and was offered the position,
which he accepted. He is now enjoying the new challenges he faces in being a Director.
John and his wife Dana reside in Georgetown. He has
three children: Laura, John, and Natalie, and three
grandchildren, Jessica, Zachary, and Emily. He has a
gorgeous lab named Gabriella and loves to play a
round of golf whenever he can, which it is never
enough!

The easiest way to find this database is to
Select “Search” on the Ancestry Library Edition homepage. Then select Delaware from
the list, select “view all 22 Delaware Census
& Voter Lists,” and choose this database.
The database can then be searched or
browsed. For the browse option, scroll to the
bottom of the page.
The 1890 list is included in: List of selected
African Americans from the 1890 and 1900
federal population censuses of Delaware and
related census publications: “Agriculture in
the state of Delaware” (1901) and “Negroes
in the United States” (1904) / compiled by
Claire Prechtel-Kluskens. Morris Library |
Microforms-Microfilm no. 6615. (National
Archives microfilm publications. M1919)
This file is significant because no personal
information exists for Delaware from the
1890 census (the population schedules).
This list is an extract from National Archives
microfilm M1919.
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Delaware Health Source
Patty Hartmannsgruber, Consumer Health
Librarian-Kent County
The 3 Consumer Health Librarians
placed in Delaware public libraries by
the Delaware Academy of Medicine responded to over 300 health information
questions this year, and ordered hundreds of DDL-funded health titles for the
DLC Floating Collection, NCC Libraries,
and the Wilmington Institute.
Linda Leonard, Consumer Health Librarian-Sussex
County is an active member of the Sussex Child Health
Promotion Coalition.
Along with Dorothy Fisch
(Frankford PL), Maureen Miller (Lewes PL), and Cindi
Smith (Seaford PL), Linda received a Coalition award
for creating the program “Eat It Up @ Your Library.”
This was a popular month-long series for families and
children at the three libraries, focusing on healthy eating and physical activity.
Patty Hartmannsgruber, Consumer Health LibrarianKent County, created “Grow Your Own Food,” a program series featuring a Delaware organic farmer, a
“how-to” container gardening session with a Dover
gardening specialist, and a program on how to prepare
fresh summer produce in delicious & healthful ways.
Patty joined a small but determined group of activists
from Nemours and the Delaware School Nutrition Association in Washington, D.C. on June 24 to lobby for
the Child Nutrition and School Lunch Protection Act.
This bill will increase the amount of healthy foods
available for sale in public schools. Vending machines
now offering candy and soda will instead be stocked
with fresh fruit, whole grain snacks, nuts and water.
Patty has been attending weekend sessions at the Institute for Integrative Nutrition in New York City since
January, and will be certified as a Holistic Health
Counselor in August. Please contact her if you are interested in scheduling a workshop for your library patrons or your staff. Possible topics include whole
foods, weight loss, food literacy, and healthy supermarket choices.
Along these lines, Susan LaValley, Consumer Health
Librarian-New Castle County, begins “Wellness
Wednesday for Kids” at the Bear Public Library in July.
The program series will feature healthy snacks, physical activities, and games that teach children the basics
of good nutrition. Susan’s popular program “Every
Man Can,” held at Bear PL last summer, brought men
& their children together for hands-on healthy food
preparation & fun.

Please continue to recommend our health reference
service to your patrons. We are a phone call or e-mail
away. We are here to help Delawareans with their
health queries, and we enjoy doing so.
Delaware Health Source: You ask. We search!

ALA Emerging Leaders Program
Peggy Dillner, University of Delaware
The Delaware Library Association (DLA) will provide
$1,000 support to an early career Delaware librarian
who wishes to participate in the American Library Association (ALA) Emerging Leaders Program. See
http://wikis.ala.org/emergingleaders/index.php/
Main_Page for program information. The funding will
provide partial travel support for one early career Librarian from Delaware to attend the multiple day
Emerging Leaders sessions that will take place at the
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston in January 2010
and at the ALA Annual Conference in Washington,
D.C. in June 2010 In addition, DLA will pay for full
conference registration at the 2010 DLA Annual Conference for the program participant.
Criteria to be eligible for the DLA travel support to the
ALA Emerging Leader program include:
1. Be under 35 years of age or be an early career librarian of any age with fewer than 5 years post-MLS experience
2. Have a recent MLS degree from an ALA or NCATE
accredited program or be in an MLS program currently
3. Be able to attend both ALA conferences and work
virtually in between each,
4. Be prepared to commit to serve on an ALA, Division,
Chapter, or Round Table committee, taskforce or workgroup upon completion of program
5. Be prepared to commit to serve on a DLA Committee
or DLA Division Committee
6. Be a DLA and ALA member or join upon selection if
not already a member
Although DLA is only able to fund one Emerging
Leader, applicants may apply both to DLA and directly
to the ALA Emerging Leaders Program.
To apply for DLA funding, please send a copy of all application materials required for the ALA Emerging
Leaders Program available at http://wikis.ala.org/
emergingleaders/index.php/Application_Information
to Peggy Dillner DLA President, Education Resource
Center, University of Delaware, Newark, DE 197162940 by Friday, July 31, 2009. Applicants will be
notified by August 15, 2009 whether they have been
selected for DLA funding.
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Budget Cooking
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DLA Executive Board
Peggy Dillner, President
Education Resource Center, U of Delaware
mpd@udel.edu
Margie Cyr, Vice-President/President Elect
Dover Public Library
Margery.Cyr@lib.de.us
Mary Jane Mallonee, Secretary
Law Library, Widener University, School of Law
mmallonee@widener.edu
Pauly Iheanacho, Treasurer
University of Delaware Library
pinacho@udel.edu
Rebecca Knight, Immediate Past President
University of Delaware Library
knight@udel.edu
Carol Rudisell, ALA Councilor
University of Delaware Library
rudisell@udel.edu
Annie Norman, State Librarian
Delaware Division of Libraries
annie.norman@state.de.us

Division Presidents
Selected by Mae Lynn Smith, Penn Wood H.S.

The Bulletin is the official publication of the Delaware Library
Association. It is produced by the DLA Publications Committee.

DLA Publications Committee:
Beth-Ann Ryan, Editor & Chair
Beth-Ann.Ryan@state.de.us
Delaware Division of Libraries
Monifa Carter, cartermt@UDel.Edu
University of Delaware Library
Mae Lynn Smith, pwlib@wpsd.k12.pa.us
Penn Wood High School, PA

Children's Services (CSD)
Wendy Tindall, Rehoboth Beach Public Library
wtindall@lib.de.us
College & Research Libraries (CRLD)
Janet Chin, DTCC Stanton
Stanton Campus Library
jchin@dtcc.edu
Delaware School Library Media (DSLMA)
Sharon Lyons, William Henry Middle School
slyons@capital.k12.de.us
Public Library (PLD)
Beth Kloetzer, Claymont Library
ekloetzer@nccde.org

