DLA Bulletin

Winter 2014 											

Presidents Letter
Delaware school libraries are in
crisis. This is the message being
communicated by the School
Library Council after almost two
years of assessing school libraries
in Delaware. After several surveys,
visits from Follett representatives
to look at collections, and data
gathering regarding the number
of certified school librarians in
full-time positions the outcome is
that school libraries are indeed in
crisis. Districts are beginning to
set a trend of not replacing school
librarians or school librarians are
being made to split their time
between two or three buildings with
paraprofessionals filling in when needed. The Council, under the leadership
of Annie Norman, has been working to deliver this message to legislators,
school superintendents and other stakeholders via presentations and the
attached Annual Report.
So the question on all of our minds is what do we do next? How do we
make school libraries relevant and valuable in the world of education where
budgets are being cut and resources reallocated? After revealing to people
that I am a school librarian, I am often asked to explain what I do exactly…
usually accompanied by some comment about why schools need librarians
in the age of technology when “all kids just look stuff up on their phones,
right?” Or, there is a comment about why school librarians are needed
when all we do is read books to kids and we “all know that books will soon
become obsolete so who cares?” After taking several deep breaths, I quickly
begin to explain that the school librarian of the 21st Century is so much
more than the stereotypical school librarian of the past. First and foremost,
we are teachers- we teach invaluable research skills that include evaluating
information for accuracy and relevancy, using informational ethically,
synthesizing information to create new ideas, learning new technologies
to communicate and publish information, and, yes, still a love reading and
literacy in all formats. For anyone who has worked with the new generation
of tech “savvy” children, you can attest to the fact that while some of them
have constant access to information, and can Tweet, Instagram and Snapchat
with their eyes closed, only a small percentage actually know how to find and
use information effectively.
-continued on page 2-

www2.lib.udel.edu/dla

Upcoming DLA Board Meeting:
Thursday, February 20, 2014
4:00 PM
Dover Public Library
DLA/MLA Conference May 7-9

“Turn it UP!“
The DLA/MLA Joint State Conference is
on May 7-9 in Ocean City, MD. Every year,
this conference expands to bring quality
workshops and opportunities to network and
learn (you can revisit some events through
recordings on MLA’s site, at: http://www.
mdlib.org/conference/2013/videos.asp).
It’s time to register now! Early bird
registration saves you money!!
Conference brochures contain registration
forms online and in print. Online, go to our
Delaware Library Association website at:
http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla/conf.htm
Print brochures will be distributed to DLA
members in February. Watch for your copy!
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Even the new Common Core Standards have recognized the
importance of such research skills by making them standard in
all content areas. It is quite a conundrum we are in…with the
increase in access to technology the more effective research
skills are needed, but with the increase in technology the more
people are under the misassumption that school librarians are
no longer relevant.
There are no simple solutions to this problem. This is an issue
that has been snowballing in Delaware, and around the nation,
for the past 20 years. How do we communicate to stakeholders
the value of the library and the librarian? How do we shed
the old stereotype and reinvent our role in education? These
are questions that the
Council will continue to
tackle. In the meantime,
this is a crucial moment
for all school librarians to
self-reflect and evaluate
our responsibility to
develop a school library
program that is integral
to the curriculum of our
schools and our focus on
student achievement.
Are we meeting the
standards set for by AASL
and Common Core?
Are we doing all we can
everyday to show our value and remain a vital component to
the learning process of students? I hope that all DLA members
will take a few moments to read the Annual Report from the
School Library Council (link below) and think about how you
can show support for the school library in your community.
With everyone working together in a positive direction, we
can avert this crisis and give every child in Delaware the school
library they deserve!
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Congratulations
Tornado Troopers!
The Dover Public Library would like to congratulate
its First Lego League team, the Tornado Troopers,
on an excellent performance at the Delaware State
University FLL Qualifier Tournament on January 18th!
First Lego League is an international robotics program
for 9-14 yr olds that is designed to get kids excited
about science and technology while teaching them
valuable life skills. This is the first year most of the 7
team members have participated in First Lego League
and the first time coaching for Library Assistants Kerri
Hollyday and Jaclyn Smagala. “I didn’t know how to
program before, but thanks to Lego League I know
how!” says team member Jonathan Dooling, referring
to the fact that participants get to build and program
autonomous robots. “It’s awesome!” adds team
member Allison Kosikowski, summing up her First
Lego League experience.
The Dover Public Library would like to thank library
director Margie Cyr and assistant director Rebecca
Norton for making the DPL’s Lego League team
possible. We would also like to thank the Southwest
Oklahoma Public Library staff for assisting the
Tornado Troopers in their project research. Finally,
thank you to the Tornado Troopers for a great season.
We are very proud of you!

Christy
Click to view: Council on School Libraries Annual Report 2013 PDF

guides.lib.de.us/unleashinnergenius

(back row, from left to right) Taylor Zeigler, Jadon Culp, Michael
Evans, Logan Surdukowski, Jonathan Dooling (front row, from left to
right) Allison Kosikowski, Dylan Mills

DLA Bulletin

Issue 2014
Registration Winter
Form
www2.lib.udel.edu/dla

The Silent Auction Turns It Up!
This year’s conference theme, Turn it UP!, is perfectly aligned with
the enthusiasm we bring to our association and provides a way
to actively show that support. This is through your help with the
Silent Auction.
The Silent Auction is held every year at the MLA/DLA Joint
State Conference (May 7-9, 2014, Ocean City, Maryland). One
hundred percent of all Delaware proceeds go to the Delaware
Library Association. This provides needed funds for professional
development and resources for all our Delaware’s libraries.
You and your library can offer quality items for this silent auction
from now until April 30, 2014. These can be one excellent item
or a full basket of goodies; it’s great to have a variety for every
budget.
If you are with a public library, send your donations in care of Sue
Rekert (Branch Manager), Hockessin Branch Library in New Castle
County and if you are with a school library, send them in care of
Bonnie Gaus (VP/DASL) to the May B. Leasure School in Newark,
and include a completed Donation Form. You can find this form
on the Conference page of our DLA site, at: http://www2.lib.udel.
edu/dla/conf.htm.
A sample “Request for Donations” letter is also available there to
help you get started on asking your local businesses, colleagues,
artists and craftspeople for auction items.
This is a great way to promote our state’s library association and to
help make sure we have funding for future workshops, webinars,
and more!
If you have any questions,
please contact DLA Vice
President/Conference Chair
Beth Borene (eborene@
nccde.org) of the Bear Branch
Library or Cathay Keough, DLA
Executive Director (cathay.
keough@lib.de.us).
See you at the conference!

Cathay

Grand Re-Opening of the
Wilmington Public Library
The Wilmington Public
Library celebreated their
grand re-opening on
Monday, Janurary 13th.

Congratulations!
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Looking for ways
to be involved in
DLA?
The Delaware Library Association
is your place for professional
development needs regarding
all aspects of your library career.
It is also a unique organization
comprised of library staff from many walks of life and with
varied interests. You may be interested in archives or intellectual
freedom, or perhaps you’d like to develop your organization and
management skills.
There are many opportunities in participating with the Delaware
Library Association. Some are short-termed, such as volunteering
for a specific job to help out at the Joint State Conference in May.
We need help with the Silent Auction, registration, and so on.
Others may like to be involved on a DLA board, committee or
division. If this whets your appetite, take a look at the Delaware
Library Association’s descriptions of these valuable parts of DLA
and see where your interests may lead you:
http://www2.lib.udel.edu/dla/index.htm
If you have any questions and would like more information,
please contact DLA VP/Conference Chair Beth Borene
(eborene@nccde.org) and/or DLA Executive Director Cathay
Keough (cathay.keough@lib.de.us).

Two New Happenings at the Conference
Heads up!

This year, we’ve decided to add two new opportunities for
conference goers:
• An Uncommons
• The Hospitality Suite
The Uncommons is a dedicated room that you will be able to
schedule to have a quick meeting or get together with a group,
while at the conference. An online scheduling process will make
it easy to track and request this space for your use.
The Hospitality Suite is another dedicated room that provides
conference attendees with a place to take a break, to socialize
and relax. Some refreshments will be donated, and a few games
and puzzles are being donated.
Watch for announcements about these new additions to the
2014 Conference!
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Save the Date!

Delaware Library Legislative Day
Tuesday, April 29
Every year, the Delaware
Library Association helps
to coordinate an important
event that promotes advocacy
and support for our libraries.
Delaware Library Legislative
Day is a day-long program that
gives participants information
and opportunities to learn
about important initiatives and
legislation, and to gain resources
and confidence to meet with
state legislators to offer our
voices in support of libraries.

Illustration by Cathay Keough

Mark your calendar for this important day and watch for
information on our DLA website as the details form within the
next few weeks.
If you have any questions or would like to be involved,
please contact Cathay Keough (cathay.keough@lib.de.us).

School Librarians As Leaders
Working with school librarians over the past twelve months
has helped us better understand your unique professional
development needs. As a school librarian, you serve many
roles—directing teachers to resources, guiding students in
research, leading PD events—supporting learning in so many
ways! Now you have a unique opportunity to advance your
own learning and become even more valuable to your school
community—become your school’s TPS Coach!
Librarians as Leaders is a FREE professional development
course designed by and facilitated by librarian and TPS
educational consultant, Jennifer Hanson, to help you develop
the skills and knowledge you need to bring Library of
Congress Teaching with Primary Sources to your colleagues.
TPS Level III
Wednesdays, 5:30 to 6:30pm
Online • February 26 through April 2
Register now:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LibrariansAsLeaders
Questions?
Sue Wise
swise@waynesburg.edu
(724) 852-3377
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Saturday, March 8, 2014
8:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Appoquinimink High School
Middletown, Delaware

Featuring:

Ellen Hopkins & JoAnn Balingit

Festival of Words is a FREE, annual, one-day
literacy conference for secondary students
and teachers focusing on young adult
literature, poetry and writing.

Registration for teachers & librarians
is now open!
Visit: http://www.appohigh.org/apps/pages/index.
jsp?uREC_ID=37307&type=d&termREC_ID=&pREC_
ID=388736

Ellen Hopkins

JoAnn Balingit

Questions?
Contact Christy Payne at Christine.payne@appo.k12.
de.us

Discussion Books

Funded by the Delaware Teacher Center, Diamond State Reading Association, Wilmington University Delaware Creative Activities and Problem
Solving, Gale/Cengage Learning, and Private donations
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Marketing to Teens:

DLA Executive Board

A QR Code tip from the Appoquinimink Library

• Christy Payne, President
Appoquinimink High School Library
• Beth Borene, Vice-President and
Conference Chair
Bear Library
• Janice Haney, Secretary
Appoquinimink School District Libraries
• Ed Goyda, Treasurer
Lewes Public Library
• Terri Jones, Immediate Past President
Hockessin Public Library

Division Presidents
• College & Research Libraries Division (CRLD)
Sarah Katz
University of Delaware Library
• Delaware Association of School Libraries (DASL)
Jen Delgado
Anna P. Mote Elementary School
• Public Library Division (PLD)
Susan Upole
Delmar Public Library
• Youth Services Division (YSD)
Barbara Keesey
Appoquinimink Public Library

• Hannah Lee, ALA Councilor
University of Delaware Library
• Annie Norman, State Librarian
Delaware Division of Libraries
• Cathay Crosby, Executive Director
Delaware Library Association
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If you would like to submit news or articles for the next issue of the DLA Bulletin, please e-mail editor Beth-Ann Ryan at beth-ann.ryan@lib.de.us
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