
INCLUDE LIBRARIES IN CONNECTIVITY, EDUCATION, AND
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANS

Connectivity: Libraries provide internet access and digital literacy. At this time when
telework, telehealth, and distance learning are more important than ever, libraries should
be included in the proposed Emergency Connectivity Fund at the Federal Communications
Commission.

Education: School, college, and public libraries play essential roles in academic
achievement and lifelong learning. Libraries should be specifically listed as eligible entities
in relevant education provisions.

Infrastructure: America’s 17,000 public libraries make more than $1.2 billion in capital
expenditures annually, and needs far outpace expenditures. Investments in infrastructure,
such as facilities modernization and energy efficiency improvements, should include
libraries alongside other educational or public buildings.

 

 

L I B R A R Y  R E C O V E R Y
F U N D I N G  R E Q U E S T

We urge at least $2 billion in additional funding for libraries to be distributed through the
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) under the Library Services and
Technology Act (LSTA). The LSTA programs will allow relief to efficiently reach every state
to meet local needs.
 
The funding would primarily be distributed through the formula-based Grants to States and
library services grants programs, which provide flexibility for states, territories, and tribes
to support their libraries according to local priorities in responding to COVID-19. Each
state and tribe would determine their greatest needs, which could include fiscal
stabilization, supporting distance learning and technology access, or expanding programs
to support businesses and workers in the economic recovery. This funding would include a
minimum state allotment of $10 million and waive matching and maintenance of effort
requirements. 
 
In addition, $200 million would be reserved for direct grants from IMLS to support libraries
most impacted by coronavirus. Up to 2% of the total could be used for IMLS administration
and grant oversight.

LIBRARY FISCAL STABILIZATION AND RECOVERY: $2 BILLION

COVID-19 Relief for America’s Libraries
America’s public libraries employ nearly 370,000 workers and purchase $4 billion in materials in books

and other materials annually. As the revenue-base that libraries depend on erodes, these jobs and
purchases are at risk. Without federal support, libraries will be forced to make massive cuts in the

coming months—exactly when the nation’s leaders hope Americans will be returning to work.


